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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


Wednesday, January 17, 1968 -- 10:10 a.m ( 


Mr. President: 


Herewith via the old PENNSYLVANIA channel (Bo to Marcovich 
to Kissinger to Ben Read) we learn the following in response to the San 
Antonio formula (para 4): by "an appropriate time" Hanoi means 
conversations would begin "just as soon as it will be established that the 
cessation is effective. " 

This question is, of course, being put via the Rumanian channel. 

It will be interesting to compare the result. 

Behind the language here is an important, unclear question: Would 

they sit still for intensive unarmed reconnaissance? Unless settled before- 
hand, that issue could hold things up for some time. We, of course, could 
not accept any standdown of recce over North Vietnam. 
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SSCRgE/NOPIS PENNSYLVANIA 


Kissinger /Read Telephone Conversation 
7:30 a.m. January 17, 1968 


^ 9:00 p.m. Paris time January 16, Bo called Marcovich 
and asked him if he could stop by to see Bo at an early time. 

M went over to see him immediately and had a two hour 
conversation, which he reported to Kissinger at 5:30 a.m. 

EST this morning. 

2. Bo opened by saying that the breakoff in conversations 
with M & A last October was occasioned by general conditions 
and the DRV still held both of them in high personal esteem. 

3. Bo called attention to the interview he had given to the 
French radio and television network earlier in the evening 
(See page 1 NYT story today by Henry Tanner) , and read him 
the Q and A about Hanoi's commitment to talk an appropriate 
time after cessation of the boobing. 

4. M a sked « h a t - the DRV meant by w «b ap propria tes time " , 

Bo. re plie d that conversations would b e gin- "joft is soon 

as it wtl~L be established that the c e ssation is effectiv e." 

5. M asked whether it would now be possible for Bo to 
receive Kissinger, and Bo replied that under existing 
circumstances any such request would be taken into consideration. 
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